May 9, 2006

District 16 Facilities Improvement Plan Update

Members of the community-staff New Elementary School
Design Team toured three metro-area schools on April 19,
2006. Members include: Joe Packey, Erik Jacobs, Pam Smith-
Owens, Jodi Lichtsinn, Ann Baldwin, Colleen Pederson, Brenda
Sandberg, Caroline King, Jodi Jones, Dean Downs, Jean Nolby,
Jerelyne Nemanich, Mike Callahan, Claudia Hagberg, Dr. Jeff
Ronneberg, Dr. Don Helmstetter. Wold Architect: Greg Dehler,
Lynane Schoen; Kraus-Anderson:Gary Benson

Reconstruction of Panther Stadium began on May 1.
Long-time drainage issues will be addressed, the unsafe track
replaced, and a synthetic turf field installed that will give the
high school 20 times the current usage.

Thanks to you we're building a brighter future
for kids

Spring and summer
facilities improvement plan
projects have been
launched

During the bond referendum campaign, Spring Lake
Park District 16 School Board members and
administrators expressed their intention to provide
regular updates to the community throughout the
facilities improvement projects and construction.
This message is part of our commitment to do just that.

Due in large part to the successful bond referendum,
a systematic and comprehensive effort to address
the needs of our school district’s facilities is now
underway, and construction has already begun.

Some highlights of projects that will be completed
prior to the start of school this fall.

B Contractors have begun to repair the drainage and
to replace the track and field in Panther Stadium at
Spring Lake Park High School.

B Seven additional classrooms will be built at Park
Terrace Elementary this summer. The new classrooms
will be equipped for audio enhancement, enabling
students to not only hear better, but to actually perform
more effectively in the classroom.

B At Westwood Elementary, a new media center will
be built in what is presently the main entrance to the
school. The old media center is being renovated into
four additional classrooms.

In addition, architects and engineers have also met with
staff and community members to begin the planning
and design stage for the bulk of this long and
worthwhile process.

A community-school district New Elementary School
Design Committee has already had two meetings,
including a day-long tour of three elementary schools in



other districts, to explore ideas for programmatic and
structural designs.

After gathering input from staff and community this spring
and summer, architects will begin the design
development phase, which will last throughout the fall of
2006. As these designs are developed, so also will
construction documents, which will be used for the
solicitation of sealed bids for each of the projects.

Bids for all parts of the project, including a part of the
high school, will be received between December 2006 and
March 2007. The final high school bids will be received
between October and December 2007.

Contractors wanting more information about these
projects and the bidding process should contact the Kraus-
Anderson Construction Management firm directly.

Much of the construction will begin in earnest in the
spring of 2007.

W In spring of 2007, the district's Early Childhood
programs will vacate their present location (the 1955
section on the south side of the high school) so that
demolition and construction can begin on a new high
school fine arts/physical education/athletic wing. The
Early Childhood programs will temporarily relocate to the
former Health Partners Building, located on 81st Avenue
NE.

M In June 2007, substantial work at Park Terrace
Elementary will continue. A district-wide early
childhood wing will be constructed at Woodcrest
Elementary, and work on the new K-3 elementary school
near Highway 242 and Cloud Drive in Blaine will begin as
well.

M Projects at all K-3 elementary sites will be completed
for the start of school in the fall of 2008, and students
assigned to the new elementary school will begin there
that fall as well.

B Major projects will then begin at Spring Lake Park
High School and at the Westwood complex, and by the
fall of 2009, most of this work will be completed. The
remaining work is scheduled to be completed in early 2010.

With work being conducted at so many sites and over an
extended period of time, a significant amount of timing
and staging is critical for the success of this venture.

It is also our intention to have most of the work done when
school is not in session because the safety and security
of our students and staff is our first priority.

We appreciate your patience and cooperation during the
construction and transition phases of the facilities projects.

The district is fully committed to completing all
projects on time and in a cost-effective manner.

Individuals who would like more information and more
detail are encouraged to participate on the district's
Community Construction Oversight Group, which meets
about every 4-6 weeks to review the progress of design
and construction projects, to hear from the architect and
construction manager, and to provide feedback. Any
resident may participate on this group and should call
Kathy at 763-785-5513 if interested.

| also encourage you to visit the district’s website
(www.springlakeparkschools.org.) now and throughout
all phases of planning and construction. We will provide
continual updates and reports, photographs, drawings,
and videos.

Thanks to you we’re building a brighter future for kids.

Dr. Don Helmstetter
Superintendent



