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MINUTES 
Park Terrace PTA Minutes 

September 8, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order by Andrea Eckman at 6:33 p.m. 

In attendance 

Andrea Eckman-President; Jen Kruse-Vice President; Melissa Wilcox-Treasurer; Julie Booth-
Secretary 
Kim Fehringer-Principal; Colleen Vranish-School Board Representative; Kelly Kelzenberg; Nicole 
Whited; Dave Ocel; Marsh Ocel; Julia Johnston; Niki Marthe; Brenda Weller; Michelle Verwers; 
Melissa Ritzema; Debra Miller; Stacey Torborg; Dana Davis; Bridget Herman; Shaun Johnson; 
Kelly Burt; Gerald Burt; Rita Hutton 
 
Introductions were made by all in attendance 
 
Julie Booth stated the mission statement of the Park Terrace PTA as “Making every child’s 
potential a reality.”  The PTA purpose and what it is and its importance was discussed 
 
What to expect at a PTA meeting: 

• Lots of information about Park Terrace 
• Principal, teacher representative, and school board representative reports 
• Guest speakers and relevant topics 
• Free child care with snack 
• Timely start and end times for meetings 

• Forum for questions/comments/issues 
• Need everyone’s help to make it successful 

 
Secretary Report-Julie Booth 
Minutes were read from May 26, 2011 meeting including PTA board election results for the 
2011/12 school year.   

• Andrea Eckman President 
• Jen Kruse Vice President 
• Melissa Wilcox Treasurer 
• Julie Booth Secretary 

Motion was made to approve the minutes from Becky Miller and seconded by Kelley 
Kellzenberg.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report- 2010/11 Year- end report from Marsha Ocel 
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• Marsha presented the year-end budget and recommendations for the new board.  Both 
are attached. 
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Treasurer’s Report-2011/12 Proposed Budget-Melissa Wilcox 

• Proposed budget was presented and discussed line item by line item.  Proposed budget 
is attached 
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• Kim Fehringer expressed concern from teachers that money is spent on them and 

they’d rather the money go to the students 
• Marsh Ocel expressed concern over $ amount budgeted for the teacher conference 

meals (fall and spring), the PTA membership dues, and the student take home folders.  
Board took concerns under advisement 
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• Lori Higgins questioned the scholarship money given to the high school.  It was 
explained that the money is given and the high school decides the recipients of the 
scholarships awarded.  She suggested we direct the scholarship money to a graduate of 
Park Terrace.  She is going to look into this and report back. 

• Motion was made to approve the proposed budget by Nicole Whited and seconded by 
Debra Miller.  The 2011/12 budget was approved with one nay vote. 

 
Food Perspectives- Becky Miller 

• Taste testing for kids and adults.  Try new products, share your opinions, and raise 
money for ParkTerrace.  Every time you participate in a taste test, you get paid, plus 
Park Terrace PTA receives $10. 

• Sign up by going to www.fpitesters.com or call 763-354-2776 
• First time participants will get Park Terrace PTA an extra $10 if participate in a taste 

test before 3/31/2012 
• 75 minutes is usually the longest amount of time it takes to complete a test 
• Could be a contest within our school??? 

 
Principal Report- Kim Fehringer 

• New staff for 2011/12 
o Jessica Towle - office 
o Betsy Vielgut - kindergarten 
o Diane Hill – ASD paraprofessional 
o Nicole Schroeder - ASD paraprofessional 
o Brittany Perry – ELL teacher 
o Jason Kurtz - psychologist 
o Susan Cedar-Minnesota Reading Core-reading intervention support 
o Deb Nordby - Positive behavior support paraprofessional for non special 

education 
o Julie Booth - student teacher 
o Michelle Bensen - student teacher 

• Shannon Zobitz had her baby and will return early October 
• No “new” changes with staff or focus on the students; staff to continue to provide 

personalization; intervention; and behavioral support to every student 

• 2011/12 focus is on peace 
• Park Terrace = Peace Together 

o Derived from peaceful playground headed up by Ron Jay the responsive 
classroom coach 

o Recess paraprofessional’s are considered recess coaches and are responsible for 
teaching students how to play games and how to solve problems when at recess 

o We want Park Terrace to become an International Peace site. 
o Initiative headed up by Kate Fandrey; Ron Jay, and Lynnette Tewalt 

• Students will be eating lunch before recess instead of after recess 
o Last lunch is now 35 minutes earlier than last year 

• Dean Downs needs help from PTA 
o Paint the blacktop on the playground to bring more color and fun to our school.  

Need a handful of parents to help paint on a Saturday before the end of October.  
Anyone willing to help form a task force? 

o Needs sound buffers in gym.   
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• 5 principles of Peace Together: 
o Seek peace within yourself and with others 
o Be a responsible citizen of the world 
o Promote intercultural understanding and celebrate diversity 
o Reach out in service 
o Protect the environment 

Julie Booth shared the excited and commitment felt by the Park Terrace staff 
• Teacher Representative will be known soon 

• School take-home folders were changed this year for cost benefits  
 

School Board Representative Report - Collen Vranish 

• 5100 students enrolled in the district; final numbers will be announced soon 
• 2 things on the election ballot (November) 

o Renewal on existing levy 
o New levy to support technology-cost about $6 extra a month for average cost 

home 
o Kids First advocacy group to talk at next Park Terrace PTA meeting (October) 

• District conducting a study to examine new potential elementary boarders for the 
2012/13 school year 

 
New PTA membership form-Please consider joining and helping out our students 
 
Upcoming events that need volunteers 
 
Julia Johnston has agreed to chair the meals for Teachers during evening conferences 
 
Panther Foundation 1st annual 5K run is October 1, 2011 from 1-5pm.  Activities held at the 
Spring Lake Park High School football field 
 
Motion was made to adjourn by Jen Kruse and seconded by Debra Miller.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:45 pm by Andrea Eckman 
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