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From the desk of the principal  … Mr. Larson 

PTO Corner  

On November 8, residents of the Spring Lake Park School District will be asked to vote on two levy questions.  Question 1 is a 

renewal of the current / existing Levy for Learning, allowing the district to retain funding previously approved by the community, 

and resulting in no tax increase.  Question 2 is to ensure adequate funding for technology, maintenance of technology, and      

updating of the District’s educational technology program.   

 

When thinking about Question 1 on the ballot I am consistently reminded of the strengths, gifts, and talents of our current       

programming for our students.  The levy ensures that these continue.  Over the past four years we have worked hard to increase 

the training and talents of staff in responding to students who are both struggling and excelling.  We have implemented specific 

reading interventions for students while addressing the needs of our gifted learners through accelerated classes and defining next 

levels of learning in each of our learning targets.   

 

We have been able to maintain our current class sizes in home rooms while decreasing the average class size for our reading and 

math instructional core classes.  In fifth grade our students are able to begin conversational Spanish, which was a direct result of 

the community’s priority of how to continually improve our schools and successfully prepare students for college.   

 

The current levy makes this possible and continuing this program ensures the world class education your child has in the Spring 

Lake Park Schools. 

 

I often hear about technologies and the myth that every student has a computer sitting on their desk or that the technology is 

teaching our kids…  The reality?  Westwood has approximately 100 computers for student use, roughly 1 computer for every 10 

students.   Thinking about this in terms of actual use, our students are able to access a computer for 30 minutes a day.  When you 

consider the testing we are mandated to give, lunch, recess, and other nuances in scheduling the time decreases.   

 

The funding proposed in the Capital Projects/Technology Levy question would certainly increase the access for our student’s use 

of computers but it would provide much more.  A successful technology levy would increase the capacity for our school to      

provide one-on-one devices for our students to enhance their learning through the use of applications, ensure the continued     

support for our staff to use the technologies we currently have and that the technologies are in working order.   

 

I am consistently amazed that our students are sharing their learning through the use of blogs, writing for an audience of many, 

and communicating with other people throughout the world both in and outside of the school day.  We have been fortunate to 

have the Panther Foundation provide SMART boards for all of our classrooms as well.   

 

As we prepare students for the 21st Century and the tools they do and will need to be successful, it is not 

only about how we use the technologies in transformative ways but to use these technologies to address 

problem-solving, creative thinking, collaboration and communication.   

 

These are the skills needed for students to be successful in college as well as the work force.  This is what 

the Capital Projects/Technology Levy would provide for our students and their future.     

PTO Meeting Thursday, October 6 

6:30—Media Center 

WWIS School Phone:  763-784-8551    WWIS FAX :  763-783-5395   WWIS 24 hour Attendance Line:  763-783-5404 

Oct. 6– PTO Meeting 6:30pm 

Oct. 13– Early Release Day– 1:15pm 

Oct. 14– No School 

Oct. 19–21– No School 

Oct. 28 Fall Family Night 
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